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Sentencing and Mental Illness 
 Name
Institution 
Introduction
Recently, psychiatrists have become increasingly troubled about people suffering from a mental disorder in correctional facilities. Victims of the illness are disproportionately represented in the court system. Recent studies show that just like people with major mental illness are susceptible to victimization in society, they are more vulnerable than non mentally disorder to physical and sexual harassment in correctional facilities. Persons who have severe mental illness often lack the skills and potential to manage successfully in prisons. This may be attributed to the strict prison rules, which can be very hard for individuals with mental and behavioral constraints.
A study was carried out to comprehend the obstacle better. The two fundamental questions handled were whether the majority of the persons with a severe mental disorder who perform legal offenses are imprisoned instead of being taken to hospitals for treatment and if the figure has escalated since discharge. The authors reviewed the following factors: the link between mental disorder and violence, distinguishing features of a mentally ill person, factors causing the placement of  unsound mind patient in the judicial system, access to cure, polices' role, and society's attitudes toward the victims.
 Lastly, recommendations by the authors  on how recommendations by authors on how  can avoid wrong placement of mentally ill individuals in the court system and how to handle these patients  in the prisons ,even later when discharged to society (Lamb et al.,1998)
Imprisonment versus Hospitalization
 According to (Lamb et al.,1998), many factors are considered in establishing why an individual suffering from a mental problem is arrested rather than being hospitalized. Typically, when a person is assumed to have committed a crime, he/she is arrested and imprisoned regardless of their mental status. 
The community has mandated the court system to remove individuals sentenced for severe wrong from the society, thus no choice but to place them in care in a secure environment first and later plan for treatment if need be. The authors stipulate that both the police officers and the criminal justice system are reluctant to leave behind the patient in serious crime due to security issues. Also, persons charged with minor offenses are criminalized. That is, they have become arrest and prosecution subjects in prison.
The authors' point of view on criminalization is that it should apply it firstly concerning mentally ill people who are detained or not and sued for minor offenses rather than being imprisoned.

Current Trends

Presently, unsound mind patients in the court  system are higher than before discharge to the community. The author can argue that society's tolerance towards mentally ill persons is bounded, particularly to those who directly relate to them. Lamb and his colleagues gave the following arguments in support of the current trends. 
According to Steadman and associates' conclusion, the rise was due to the increased number of individuals with detained records hospitalized. 
Second, Pscychiatricization theory suggested that the rising rate of violent crime after being discharged from the hospital resulted from correctional facilities congestion. Those mental hospitals were rapidly admitting persons with a history in the criminal justice system.
Additionally, a prominent criminal group of mentally ill persons is presently hospitalized due to stricter criteria for civil commitment, which highly depend on the threat. Lastly, the link between mental disorder and violence is critical. Nevertheless, the majority of mentally these patients be indeed detained as opposed to other persons.

Mental Illness and Violence

Previously, it was a norm that people suffering from insanity could not conduct offenses like others. Nevertheless, increasing evidence shows a relationship between the two, particularly among individual suffering from mental illness and resists medication. 
Consequently, it's affecting non-violent states. Another cause for the increase in violent behavior is substance abuse, especially integrated with severe mental illness. It may seem that many persons with severe mental conditions are less dangerous than the public. Unfortunately, a subgroup is more threatening, and their violent behavior stigmizes mentally ill persons, which becomes difficult to handle until the violence is managed.
Causative factors

The most typically used element as a source of people suffering from insanity imprisoned in court system is deconfinement plus do not have a continuous admission in public health centres because of patients with incurable and insanity. Also, Inadequate civil commitment, unavailability of sufficient support systems for persons who have a mental disorder in society, access to community hospitals for a patient leaving the system, and society's perspective of mentally ill persons.

The article by Belcher, about homeless mentally ill persons, states that a combination of severe mental illness, incapacity or reluctance to achieve with optional aftercare program and taking the advised medication led to involvement with the criminal justice as a last resort.

Access to Cure
 Accessibility or inaccessibility of cure funds among societies can be attributed to; insanity  cure, insufficient homes plus reformation money to cater for their needs. Still, mental health resources from society may be unsuitable for the people because some service providers may lack the capacity to provide the level of components needed by most mentally ill persons. 
Thirdly, mentally ill persons who previously were imprisoned do not access community treatment even when it's there because they are considered resistant to treatment. They are severely dangerous drug addicts, all of which are unacceptable features in society (Lamb et al.,1998).
Moreover, because the organizations lack ability offer the required channel, restrict mounting, and protection o service providers needed to cure them successfully, hence they resist to handle  them .
Fortunately, the insanity health care centres see the patients too hard for handling  , thus avoid taking care of  patients. Most of the patients who commit offenses are highly reluctant to mental medication or even resist appropriate housing placements. Further, the journal state that the majority are intimidating because of the previous violent and fear-driven behavior .treating these people differs from assisting passive the previously charged patient to adapt quietly to community life. The service providers are reluctant but afraid to treat them where required safety measures are not enhanced significantly.

Role of Police

(Lamb et al.,1998) states that Police attention comes first to a majority of mentally sick persons. Although the police officer may consider it is challenging to be mentally ill, the Psychiatrist can borrow a few challenges causing long waiting hours in the emergency room during which police officers cannot perform other designated duties. The hospital may doubt policies’ conclusion and refuse admission or allow for a brief hospitalization.
However, the police are aware that in referring a psychiatric case to the criminal justice system, the court system will systematically handle the offender. That is, they may be placed in care and have an appointment with the jail's Psychiatrist, who can evaluate and treat them. Hence, detainment is mitigation with which the police are well acquainted with, manage and trust that it will result in a suitable placement. 
The author also stipulates issues concerning minor offenses; a few factors have been suggested to describe the reasons for detaining a mentally ill person instead of hospitalizing them. Fortunately, a person appearing mentally ill to a Psychiatrist may not be ill to law enforcers despite their practical experience, lacks training in handling these patients. Further, mentally ill persons may seem like addicts to the police, mainly if the victim was a drug addict during the arrest.
 Also, during an encounter with the police and other citizens that may involve force on offenders, symptoms of the illness may be overlooked. Additionally, the law enforcement agency may be willing to forward mentally ill persons to prison, especially where no society alternatives are available. The demand of citizens also counts because the majority advocate for the arrest and imprisonment of offenders without special consideration of one's mental statuses.

Society Attitudes

Culturally, in the public domain, it's assumed that any sentence apart from imprisonment is too mild for a severe offender, though they are mentally ill. Further, other people perceive it as defiance and possibly a purposeful trial to evade punishment. Another significant aspect is the citizen's fear of patients who have mental illness and commits criminal offenses.
The public approval of and desire for more rules in prison laws for offenders proves an increase in public intolerance on perpetrators, regardless of their mental status. Some countries have formulated sexual laws that allowed mental health treatment for sex offenders instead of criminal processing and detention concerning mental disorders. Still, diminishing ability has also been repealed to help offer a mild sentence.
Besides, laws have been enacted to allow offenders who have a mental illness to acquire their time of social management pushed forward if they are identified as a threat before elapsing of their jail term. Particularly handling of unsound mind patients in the criminal justice system is perceived as a privilege both by the citizens and law enforcers.
 Nonetheless, according to reviews, such protection is hardly used and infrequently fruitful. Moreover, patients who luckily used this protection would have a longer jail term than many sentenced for a similar wrong. Still, it seems that the court system is willing to explain and handle misbehavior concerning sickness if the lawbreaker and accepts the sickness with the willingness to be treated. The properness of handing them in the society ought to be evaluated, although conducting a fruitful process can be challenging.
Cases Facts

Felton Mackie an accused person accepted to have robbed a bank and was put on two years overseen liberation after finishing a 46- month jail term. Thereafter, he violated the terms of his release by committing related crimes such as stealing cash, invading other privacy, abandoning the health care center without consent, not checking with the examination personnel and refusing to report several arrests. He was imprisoned for another two years. 
The court noted that the crimes happened when the accused had defiled mental illness treatment, as provided in the terms of his guided freedom. Further, the court indicated that it did not want to imprison persons, but Mackie had violated and was a threat to him and public. 
The court’s finalized by demonstrating anxiety that the accused may be injured and that his sickness makes a harmful condition. Although he appealed his jail term, the court of appeal did not reconsider but continued with the ruling. It ruled that the local court generally factored in all the important aspects in imprisoning him for two years jail term and declared it. 
This judgment prompts queries on the judicial system’s utilization of an accused person with unsound mind condition plus requirements needed to cure such disease in charging a crime jail term. All courts discovered that this inanity together with the patient’s need for cure created sensible the more jail term given. It’s disturbing knowing even though jail term got inspired and defended with a similar standard used at mandatory domestic commitments hearings, accused person was not granted the stipulated steps plus security offered .thus the accused did not get significant statutory safety related with the hearings, (Fluent et al,.2007)
Criminal Responsibility and Intent
Bobby Scott Allen, who had suffered from mental disorder, committed a crime of having a gun. He was examined for competency and crime responsibility by a profession. Initially, the psychologist indicated that he was ill but both competent and responsible, but the courts unanimously agreed that the report was unclear and directed the psychiatrist to redo it again. The psychiatrist established that Allen was competent to answer in a case but not responsible. As a result, parties recommended that he plead not guilty, but the judge declined it and proceeded with the trial. At this level, the psychiatrist was excluded from the hearing .the trial judge did not permit the psychiatrist’s evidence. Lastly, the judge listed reasons for refusing testimony of mental illness, (Fluent et al, .2007)
Recommendations
The authors established that the unavailability of extensive and inclusive enforcement of interposing proved to be constructive has been absent. Some of the master plans are outlined below. 
The judicial system should employ necessary measures to avoid the wrongful imprisonment of these patients. Although the law enforcers are the first to respond to emergencies of such cases, they need help on treatment resources from professionals concerned. Thus, it is crucial for police officers to comprehend the sickness and rectify their attitudes towards unsound mind victims. 
Also, both the judicial systems and the psychiatrists should collaborate to share know-how and proficiency to respond to challenges faced by the patients. Further, new inmates should be examined frequently to determine the severity of the illness. Prison authorities arrange for a program with mental disorder organizations to offer interdisciplinary units comprised of specialists in the prisons to resolve quick assessment and cure.

The imprisoned patients accused of lesser offenses should be taken to a mental hospital or sentenced for a shorter duration for the cure. Still, employing judicial-monitored treatment, ensuring patients are committed to treatment and management by related organizations. 
After discharge from the hospital or even prisons, these people encounter many hardships which cannot be dealt with in local facilities. It results in patients resuming treatment. Favorable fact control schemes are highly endorsed to lessen the pattern. It’s essential that the current innovations in controlling the aggressive conduct of severe mental patients, such as to conduct cure, be executed. The mental health organizations offer the standard of order and restrict positions required by the patient .furthermore, enhancing service providers' well-being.

Family members' support and guidance are vital to the patient's recovery process; thus, relatives should direct them to manage their kin. Additionally, they should participate in plans to assist the patients if predicaments occur.
Conclusion
Sentencing and mental illness have become a significant threat to the present members of society. It involves inappropriate imprisonment of mentally ill offenders who may have committed a serious crime or a lesser offense. The authors argued aspects such as imprisonment versus hospitalization, current trades, insanity versus and cruelty, causative factors, accessing cure, law enforcer’s duties, and social perception  towards the inanity patients in these journals. The study also proposed recommendations to change how mentally ill patients are treated in society and judicial systems.
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